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[57] Abstract: 



PURPOSE: To classify many kinds of characters through relatively simple processing 
by collating directional feature information on an input character with standard 
directional information, and then outputting characters with similarity. 
CONSTITUTION: A feature extraction part 1 scans an input signal (picture signal) 
10 to count frequencies of intersections of directions (vertical and horizontal), 
and writes the result in a feature pattern storage part 2. A directional feature 
extraction part 3 reads the frequencies of intersection in a couple of prescribed 
directions out of the feature pattern storage part 2 successively. Further, the 
frequencies of appearance of the same contents in the coupled directions are 
counted as respective directional features with a processing to all contents of the 
feature pattern storage part 2, and pieces of feature information by the directions 
are inputted to a directional collation part 5. A storage part 4 for pieces of 
information by standard directions stores direction couples as feature information 
by the directions with regard to every kind of character, and its frequency, and 
sends them to the part 5. 
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